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to assist him in defending his own coast line near Pisa, and
gained various accessions of territory along the coast. In
1549 Pope Paul III died; and since his successor, Julius III,
adopted a more amicable policy towards the Empeior, this
tended to create peace in Italy.

In ten years from the time of his marriage Cosimo had so
firmly established his rule that he felt able to occupy a
different kind of residence from the Palazzo Vecchio, while
this change was the more desirable since he and Eleonora
had now seven children, the eldest of them being nine yeais
old. Accordingly early in 1550 Cosimo, imitating the ancestor
after whom he had been named,10 set about building a new
palace for the family, that which is now the royal palace in
Florence; and which, though known to us as this Pitti
Palace,20 was (except as below) entirely built by the Medici,
and was their home during two hundred years.

To carry out this purpose Cosimo bought, with Eleonora 5s
money, the estate covering the northwestern slope of the
Boboli hill, on the southern side of the Arno, together \vith,
at the foot of the hill, the portion of the palace which had
been begun, more than eighty years before, by Luca Pitti,
but which that family had never had money enough to finish.
This when Cosimo bought it consisted only of the small
centre portion of the present building embraced by the three
centre arches of the ground floor21 and the seven windows
above them; it was only completed up to the top of the
first floor, and was still unroofed, leaving more than half the
building (even as it existed in Cosimo Fs reign) to be com-
pleted. Except this small nucleus the whole of the palace
as we see it was built by the Medici. Cosimo, assisted by his
able architect Ammanati, completed this centre portion up
to the roof, but without extending it laterally; which alone
suffices to show that the present central court did not exist
in his time.22 The estate and the unfinished building